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This e-book is written in Mehri, an endangered Semitic language within the indigenous
Modern South Arabian language family, spoken in southern Oman, eastern Yemen and
parts of Saudi Arabia. This is the fifth e-book produced in Mehri, using an orthography
designed by the authors for a language that is not formally recognised as a written language.
The full e-book is designed to be heard and read, and the multimedia PowerPoint will soon
be available at the Mehri language archive housed by ELAR. The motivation for producing

these books was to encourage children and younger adults alike to read in Mehri, and to
appreciate a natural environment that is becoming increasingly strange. Through
urbanisation, a previously almost entirely nomadic people no longer engage with the natural
environment in the way of their forefathers: older people tell stories about fetching water
trom huge distances by camel or on their backs, sourcing wood for fuel, foraging for fruit,
encountering wild animals, and travelling at night by the stars. Knowledge of the natural
wotld among younger speakers today is a pale reflection of that of the past.

Selim and the Dom Fruit is the first in a series of adventures that the little boy Selim
undertakes. In each adventure, he seeks to learn something about the natural world. This
adventure starts when he hears his grandparents discussing the do fruit in their cave home.
He has not tried dom fruit before and is not sure what it is, so he seeks it out.

He walks first to his favourite tree, the frankincense tree, Boswellia sacra, and asks her,
‘Are the things that glimmer on you do fruit?” She tells him, ‘No, those things that glimmer
are just frankincense, and frankincense is not good to eat like dom fruit.” He asks her, ‘Do
you know where I can find dom fruit, as you have been in the wadi for a very long time?’
She tells him, ‘In front of you, you will find four plants, and one of them produces dow
fruit.’

He walks and walks and walks. Then he comes to another tree. He asks, “‘What type of
tree are you? Those things that are hanging from you, are they dom fruit?” The tree says,
‘No, I am just Acacia tortilis and the things hanging from me are pods, and pods are eaten
by goats. Keep going and you will find dow fruit among those [other trees].”

He walks and walks and walks. Then he reaches another plant. He asks, “‘What sort of
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tree are you? And what are those stalks you have?” The plant says, ‘I am just an a7f plant,
Nannorrhops ritchieana, and 1 used to have fruit called :sh, but I don’t produce dow fruit.’
She then says, ‘Other people have finished up my fruit. Keep going and ask the tree in
front of you whether it produces dos fruit.’

He walks and walks and walks. Then he says, ‘I am tired of walking. What sort of tree
are your Do you have any dom fruit?”” The tree says, ‘I am Ziziphus lencodernis, and 1 do
produce dom fruit, but the goats have finished them up. Keep going and you will find doz
fruit.’

He walks and walks and walks. Then he reaches another tree. He says, ‘I’m absolutely
exhausted! What sort of tree are you? Do you produce dom fruit?” The tree says, You've
arrived. I am Zigyphus spina christi. 1f you want dry dom fruit, collect them from beneath me,
and if you want fresh dom fruit, eat them from my branches.’

Selim ate and ate and ate until he was full.

And then he walks back to the cave to his grandparents.
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