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Inuit Nunangat, or Inuit homeland, is a vast territory covering over 3.5 million km2 in Canada’s 
Arctic. It is home to about 50,000 Inuit living in 53 communities spread across all of northern 
Canada. This distance between communities, in earlier times accessible only by dogsled or 
kayak, has resulted in at least 9 dialects and many subdialects of Inuktut, the language of the 
Canadian Inuit. Differences are found in the lexicon, phonology and morphology in a dialect 
continuum from coast to coast (Dorais 2010). 

Inuit identify strongly with their communities and regional dialects. Dialects provide a common 
language for those with a shared regional identity, as well as being a symbolic and practical link 
to the past (Tulloch 2006). This paper presents our work in documenting Inuktut dialects in 
the Atlas of the Inuit Language in Canada (Murasugi, et al. 2015-2019, Murasugi and Ittsardjuat, 
2018). Inuit are experiencing an erosion of their language due to the dominance of English in 
current Inuit culture and society, as well as Canada’s legacy of residential schools and 
marginalization of Indigenous languages. The goal of our Atlas project is to help protect and 
strengthen the vitality of Inuktut dialects, as the linguistic effects of regional isolation diminish 
in this age of air transportation and information technology. 

 
References 
Dorias, L-J. 2010. The Language of the Inuit: Syntax, Semantics, and Society in the Arctic. 
Montreal and Kingston, McGill-Queen’s University Press. 
Murasugi, K. et al. (eds.). 2015-1019. Atlas of the Inuit Language in Canada. Ottawa: Geomatics 
and Cartographic Research Centre (GCRC), Carleton University, Ottawa. Online address: 
http://inuktutlexicon.gcrc.carleton.ca. 
Murasugi, K. and M. Ittusardjuat. 2018. Documenting linguistic knowledge in an Inuit language 
atlas. Etudes/Inuit/Studies 40, 169-190. 
Tulloch, S. 2006. Preserving dialects of an endangered language. Current Issues in Language 
Planning 7, 269-286. 

 


